
  

Bible Arrangement by Category 
 

The Bible has been arranged, by its translators, 

into six broad categories.  If the reader 

understands what category he is reading in, he 

ought to have a better understanding of what is 

going on.  Here are the categories: 

 

Category I.                          (Torah, Pentateuch) 

     Genesis to Deuteronomy  (5 Books) 
 

This is the first five books of the Bible.  It 

covers the period of time from the creation 

until the law-inspired nation Israel is ready to 

enter the Promised Land. 

 

Category II.                           (of ancient Israel) 

      Joshua to Esther  (12 Books) 
 

This is the next 12 books of the Bible.  If you 

like history, you will enjoy reading from this 

section.  It covers the period from when Israel 

entered the promised land until she returned 

after being exiled for seventy years. 

 

Category III.                         (of ancient Israel) 

      Job to Song of Solomon  (5 Books) 
 

This is the next 5 books of the Bible.  If you 

like poetry, you will enjoy reading from this 

section.  It covers the period from when Israel 

and Judah were led by kings and governors.  

While there are many writers, David and his son, 

Solomon, are the principals. 
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Category IV.                         (of ancient Israel) 

       Isaiah to Malachi  (17 Books) 
 

This is the next 17 books of the Bible. Under-

standing the prophets is a little more difficult.  

These guys did not think like normal human 

beings – they thought like God.  In fact they 

brought God’s thoughts to mankind – and sadly 

they were rejected by mankind.  Here one finds 

the seeds of Islam in the nations that were 

hostile to Israel and Judah at the time. 

 

Category V.                                                    . 
      Matthew to Acts  (5 Books) 
 

This is the next 5 books of the Bible. We now 

enter the New Testament.  All Christians love to 

read from the Gospels (or at least they ought 

to).  The word “history” came about from two 

words – “His (Jesus’) Story”.  This section 

includes the biography of Jesus and his early 

church. They contain the essence of Christianity 

and the formation of the Church. 

 

Category VI.                                                 . 
       Romans to Revelation  (22 Books) 
 

This consists of the last 22 books of the Bible. 

These books are letters to the churches of the 

time but are applicable today.  They set 

Christian doctrine, admonish, correct, encourage 

and enlighten.  The early churches had their 

problems just like we do today in our churches. 
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A Bible Reading Suggestion 
 

If the reader will make six bookmarks, he or she 

can take advantage of the preceding information.  

Each bookmark can be inserted at the beginning of 

each section.  That would be Genesis 1:1; Joshua 

1:1; Job 1:1; Isaiah 1:1; Matthew 1:1 and Romans 1:1. 

You are now ready to begin reading. 
 

Determine a segment to be read (i.e. an entire 

book; a chapter or two; or until you turn a page and 

finish the chapter you started).  Then move on to 

the next bookmark and read the same amount in 

that category.  Keep in mind what you are reading 

about as far as the category is concerned (i.e. 

poetry, history, prophecy etc).  This should help 

you keep your mind from wandering, which, by the 

way, all minds do. 
 

If you were to read until you turned a page and 

finished the chapter from each category every 

day, you would finish reading the average print 

sized Bible about twice in a year.  You would be 

amazed at what you would learn about God in that 

one year. 
 

In our church the preaching most often rotates 

through chapters from these six categories week 

by week.  We do this in order to maintain a balance 

of Bible content (i.e. every six weeks or so we 

start over with a chapter from the Law). God had 

each of these books written not to be neglected. 
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Reading the Bible 
 

One question most often asked of Christian 

leaders is “How do I approach the Bible?” or 

“Where do I start reading from the Bible?”  We all 

have our pet answers.  Some say start in the Book 

of John.  Others say the Book of Romans.  The 

purist says start at Genesis 1:1 and go for it --

cover to cover. 
 

The truth is that there is no real answer to that 

question.  Many of us think we know the answer.  

But no one answer is totally wrong and none of 

them are totally right.  Eventually the beginning 

reader bogs down.  We all have good intentions but 

– as the old saying goes – “The road to hell is paved 

with good intentions.” 
 

To the Christian (or anyone else for that matter) 

Bible reading is important.  John uses the 

Philadelphia Church as the standard for today’s 

successful church: 
 

(Revelation 3:8) “I know your deeds. See, I have 
placed before you an open door that no one can shut. 
I know that you have little strength, yet you have 
kept my word and have not denied my name.” 

 

God (Jesus) would like us to keep His Word.  

According to John 1:1 His Word is the Bible.  In 

order to keep His Word at some point – it needs to 

be read, assimilated, and to a degree understood. 
 
 

Scriptures taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®  

NIV®. Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. 
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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