
 
 

Acts 2b – Communion                                                                                                        August 7, 2011 

This morning we are going to celebrate – the Lord’s Supper or, as some say, we are going to take communion.  That 

means that at sometime during this service we will pass around the grape juice and the bread and remember Jesus at 

the Last Supper as he commanded us to do – just like that picture on the wall behind me (which was painted in the mid 

1490s) – except that we are going to remain in our chairs and, as I said, pass the stuff around. The picture on the 

wall is a little misleading. Jesus did not request a photo-op at this final Passover function and I believe they lounged 

rather than sit on chairs – regardless it is a great picture. It is said that this was the first rendition of that event 

that actually depicted real people in a believable situation. 

Actually I got some information off the Internet that identifies those at the table – at least as Leonardo DaVinci 

painted it. He actually wrote down who each one was. DaVinci’s notebook with these names was found about four 

hundred plus years after his death. So left to right they are: 

(1) Bartholomew                         (4) Judas Iscariot                       (7) Thomas                        (10)  Matthew 

(2)  James son of Alphaeus        (5)  Peter                                    (8)  James the Greater      (11)  Jude Thaddeus 

(3) Andrew                                 (6)  John                 JESUS        (9)  Philip                           (12) Simon the Zealot 

The text that I selected for this communion service comes from the last half of Acts Chapter Two.  It consists of 

excerpts from the Apostle Peter’s great speech, possibly from the steps of the Temple, as he addressed the great 

crowd gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Feast of Pentecost some fifty days after the Passover meal. 

 For those who haven’t been here we’ve been in the Gospels for the last couple of weeks.  We’ve talked about 

Matthew and Luke quite a little. This morning we will talk about what Luke wrote regarding what Peter said in his 

speech at Pentecost.  It is the greatest evangelical speech ever recorded at least in the Bible. 

We all know about some of the negative things Peter said and did like the rooster crowing and the Satan get the 

behind me stuff. Nevertheless Peter was the leader of the disciples.  I couldn’t prove this but he was probably the 

man behind the scenes in at least Mark’s Gospel if not two of the others.  He was dead by the time John wrote his 

Gospel.  Tradition has it that he was crucified upside-down in the Coliseum of Nero’s time which burned down shortly 

thereafter. The Coliseum we see today is the one built by Caesar Vespacian around the time of the taking of Masada.  

While Paul is known as the apostle to the Gentiles, Peter is known as the apostle to the Jews. 


