
 
 

For Colossians 1                                                                                                                                                                                  August 14, 2011 
 

Your pastor has never celebrated communion on two consecutive Sundays; so this will be a first at least for me.  This is the 

fourth Sunday in a row that we have been in the New Testament.  We have had a little bio in Matthew then Luke and, last week, 

Peter as he gave his famous speech at the Pentecost celebration.  This morning we are in the Book of Colossians.  If we were 

going to talk about another of the New Testament heroes, we would be talking about Paul.  He wrote this great book. 
 

Paul, like Luke, was not one of the original twelve disciples of Jesus.  But his Damascus Road experience makes him unique among 

the writers of the letters or what are called the epistles, which are merely letters to the various churches of the time.  These 

letters were written to help the early (mostly Gentile) churches operate.  There wasn’t any precedence, they weren’t 

franchised; it was basically trial and error.  Paul wrote down the basics for Bible believing Christian churches in his epistles.  If 

the modern churches operated under these basics, the churches, at least in our great country, would function much better than 

they do.  But they don’t! 
 

Here are some highlights of what Paul was trying to accomplish in these letters: 
 

       Romans                Justification in Christ !                               1st Corinthians            Enriched in Christ !  

       2nd Corinthians    Comforted in Christ !                                  Galatians                     Free in Christ ! 

       Ephesians             Quickened in Christ !                                  Philippians                    Happy in Christ !  

       Colossians             Complete in Christ !*  
 

So this morning prior to celebrating the Last Supper again and even though we are just in Chapter 1, are four things to consider 

from this great letter to the Church at Colosse.  We are complete in Christ and this completeness is fourfold.  Here are some 

scriptures to think about from each of the chapters: 
 

Building Downward:                                                                                                                                  This is the deeper life 

(Colossians 1:23)  if you continue in your faith, established and firm, not moved from the hope found in the Gospel. 
 

Building Upward:                                                                                                                                       This is the higher life 

(Colossians 2:7)  rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught. 
 

Building Inward:                                                                                                                                       This is the inner life. 

(Colossians 3:3)  For you died and your life is now hidden in Christ. 
 

Building Outward:                                                                                                                                     This is the outer life.* 

(Colossians 4:5)  Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; and make the most of every opportunity. 
 

So what does Paul have to say in this part of Chapter 1                                            *Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible pg 475 


