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This morning we’ll be in the Book of Job.  It’s a book that doesn’t get used to preach from very much.  It’s the 

book I went home and read the day they asked me to be the pastor at the church at Mt Charleston.  I cannot tell 

you why I read it.  It just seemed the thing to do.  I do not consider myself in Job’s circles. 

Job is an interesting character.  He meets many of the characteristics of a patriarch and some feel that he is 

actually one of the patriarchs like Abraham, Isaac an Jacob. I’m not sure I would go that far.  The Book is about 

God’s sovereignty.  Satan wanted to make an example of Job.  He wanted to prove to God that that he could make 

Job turn away from God.  Chapter 1 tells us that he had to get God’s permission to do this.  As near as I can tell, 

he failed.  In fact he failed miserably. 

After Satan had pretty much destroyed Job, these four characters show up to comfort him in his misery.  By the 

time we get to this chapter the first three have had their say.   Frankly I think Satan probably sent them as well, 

just to rub it in.  The Book of Job is a lesson in what not to do when you go to visit someone who is having problems 

wherever they may be. 

Job has listened to them give their judgments against him. And then he listened to them lecture him on how he 

somehow failed God and himself.  By the time we get to Chapter 27 Job is fed up.  He sick of the lectures and he 

is ready to unload on these guys.  You might say he is tired of the presidential-like speeches that we now hear on a 

regular basis. 

Here is something for us to think about as we go through this today.  When we go to someone or someone comes to 

us, how does that person feel when we leave – when the conversation comes to an end?  Do we feel uplifted?  Do we 

feel encouraged?  Have we experienced a spark of hope?  Or do we merely feel relieved that the encounter is 

over? – or, worse yet, do we feel that we’ve been taken advantage of in conversation? 

Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and then later Elihu were all grandstanders.  They merely came to impart information – to 

show Job how wise and wonderful they were.  And frankly, Job could have cared less. There was no comfort in 

what they said – no encouragement – no uplifting.  These guys were solely consumed in them-selves.  It’s a good 

lesson for all of us.  Good listeners are few and far between.  This world needs more of them.  Now to the 

message. 


