
 
 

For John 15 
 

This morning we are back in the Gospels. From a preaching standpoint it is the easiest place for a pastor to be on any Sunday 

morning. The most difficult place to preach from is where we were last week – in the Prophets.  The problem, at least from this 

pastor’s point of view, is that God doesn’t always want us on the easy track.  Regardless it is always nice to come back to this 

place of preaching comfort. 
 

Today we are in the Book of John.  It was a surprise to me that we’ve not gone to Chapter 15 before today since the church 

began. That being said, let’s take a quick look at the author. 
 

He is known as John the Beloved.            His older brother was named James. 

Together the Bible calls them “Sons of Thunder.”     They were fishermen who worked for their father. 

John and Andrew were the first to meet Jesus.      They introduced their brothers to Jesus. 

John was the youngest of the disciples.         He sat to the right of Jesus at the Last Supper. 

He and Peter stood outside the High Priest’s house.    He attended the crucifixion. 

He took care of Mary after the crucifixion.       He lived to be the oldest of the disciples. 

He wrote 5 Books of the Bible.            They were all written in his old age. 

He was the pastor at Ephesus.             They tried to kill him in boiling oil – it didn’t work. 

He was exiled to the marble quarries at Patmos.      He became the circuit pastor for seven churches. 

He wrote 2 of the 6 greatest books of the Bible. 
 

The New Testament often speaks of the Christian being rooted in Christ.  Chapter 15 of John is probably the most noteworthy 

of these mentions.  We are a do-it-yourself culture. There’s a song that says “Go Out and Take Another Lap Around Mount 

Sinai”. For forty years every time Israel tried to get ahead of God – He sent them out on another lap. How many of you have had 

to take that lap?  I know I have. 
 

God’s desire, when He was incarnated the first time – in other words came here as Jesus, was that Israel would turn to Him.  

They didn’t.  They bowed their necks because it took them out of their comfort zone – or at least they thought they knew 

better. So the baton was passed to us.  But then we do the same thing that Israel did. 
 

It’s about doing things God’s way.  Some of us don’t even understand the difference between doing things our way or doing 

things God’s way. He has his standards. He has given them to us in His Book. One of these instructions comes to us through 

Chapter 15 of John – so let’s take a look. 

 
 


