
 
 

For Luke 6b                                                                                                                                                    July 31, 2011 

I decided to stay in the Gospels at least for this one more time. Last week we talked a little about this disciple, Luke. 

The Book of Luke is one of the three synoptic Gospels: the other two are Matthew and Mark. Synoptic means that they 

have some sort of a common thread running throughout.  There could have even been some collaboration between the 

writers.  The Book of John was written much later – perhaps half a lifetime later.  He remembers different things a 

little differently.  So do I. 

Of the Gospel writers Luke is probably the most poignant.  He writes with more emotion and perhaps with a little more 

insight.  After all he was a doctor before he became a writer. Like last week’s chapter in Matthew, Luke’s words that we 

read today are the words of Jesus as Luke remembered them.  Perhaps they were even taken from his or someone else’s 

diary or perhaps through interviews with those involved. 

This morning in Luke Chapter 6b we are going to briefly look at four different topics as listed by the New International 

Version of the Bible: Love for Enemies; Judging Others; A Tree and It’s Fruit; and The Wise and Foolish Builders.  On 

the surface it looks like they are separate themes. But are they really?  God has a way of tying things together. 

Something to think about when you look at those topics is perhaps the ancient settlement of Qumran. This was a group 

of Essenes (hermits) associated with the Dead Sea Scrolls who isolated themselves from the mainstream Jews. Maybe 

in Jesus’ time. Some Christian scholars have pointed out that the beliefs and practices of the Qumran Community were 

much like the new groups of Christians who were springing up after the death and resurrection of Jesus.  And there are 

parallels: 

* They saw themselves as the remnant of Israel.                * They relied on revelations from an outcast leader. 

                                                                                                 The “Teacher of Righteousness” (Paul?)  

* They were heavily into the OT scriptures.  

 However there were crucial differences: 

* Early Christians remained in the Jewish communities.   * There were evangelists.  

* They avoided church differences.          * They preached the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 


