
 
 

For Matthew 5a                                                                                                             June 6, 2011 

Any preacher who considers himself to be a Bible-believing Christian ought to do his best preaching when he is 

preaching from the Gospels.  This is our bread and butter.  We at this church, are in the Gospels every six or 

seven weeks.  

Last week we were in the Prophets.  It’s like the baseball analogy I sometimes use.  The preacher is the batter – 

once in a blue moon he preaches a home run sermon.  It’s more likely to happen when he is preaching from the 

Gospels than it is when he preaches from say the Prophets as we did last week.  Hey the prophets have the best 

pitchers in the league – you get on base any way that you can – no matter how ugly it looks. 

I was surprised when I went back through my sermon records.  Somehow this part of the Sermon on the Mount 

has been overlooked.  For the record the Sermon on the Mount is covered in chapters 5 through 8 of the Book 

of Matthew.  Today we are looking at the part of the Sermon on the Mount called the beatitudes, which is the 

first part of today’s sermon.  It is found in the first few verses of chapter 5. 

Each one of these eight points would make a sermon in itself.  I don’t do deep theological sermons.  In fact I 

think that kind of preaching is a waste of time in today’s spiritual economy.  It would make no sense for me to 

stand up here and try to show you how smart I am.  And, for the record, I am not all that brilliant.  I just love 

the Bible.  The beatitudes are special. 

For the most part they consist of eight short verses.  I like to think of these verses in relationship to those of 

Psalm 119, which has become my favorite Psalm – I think. Psalm 119 has 22 sections – one for each letter of the 

Hebrew alphabet.  Each one of these sections also has 8 verses.  Each of the verses of Psalm 119 are directly 

related to the law, the testimonies, the precepts, the word, the statutes or the commands of God.  These 8 

verses in the beatitudes are all closely associated with God’s mercy.  It’s the basic difference between the Old 

Testament and the New.  Psalm 119 deals with the Law and works – the beatitudes of Matthew chapter 5 

illuminate God’s grace. 

Just for the fun of it you may want to open your Bibles to Psalm 119 as we go through today’s message.  Just 

glance there once in a while and compare. 


