
 
 

For Psalm 55                                                                                                                    September 4, 2011 
 

This morning we are going to take a look at Psalm 55.  It is one of David’s Psalms. We have been taking a brief look at some of 

the heroes of the Bible over the last few weeks. In looking at this Psalm this morning we would be remiss in not talking a little 

about it’s author. 
 

David is definitely one of the Old Testament heroes.  He was the father of Solomon who we talked a little about last week.  

Here is a brief rundown on David.: 
 

Samuel anointed him at a young age to be king.                    He was the youngest of several brothers.  

It was his job to tend the family flock.         He killed a bear with his bare hands.  

He was a giant killer at a very young age.        He was an aide to a jealous king.  

He was commander of the king’s guard.         His best friend was the king’s son, Jonathan.  

The king tried to kill him so he ran away.        This king relentlessly hunted him.  

He had opportunity to kill Saul and didn’t.        He raised an army of fugitives.  

He gathered up a few wives.             He became King after the death of Saul.  

He has an affair with Bathsheba.           He murdered her husband, Uriah.  

He had a rebellious son, Absalom.           Absalom almost took his kingdom away from him.  

He ruled over Israel for forty years.          He wrote about half of the Psalms.  

He died of old age and his Son Solomon succeeded him. 
 

I know that we have taken an overall look at the Psalms in other sermons, but we learn through repetition.  The Psalms were 

gathered and broken down into five books, probably by King Hezekiah.  The Books are. 
 

Book I          1 thru 41         Relates to Genesis (man)      Book II   41 thru 72    Relates to Exodus (deliverance)  

Book III      73 thru 89      Relates to Leviticus (sanctuary)   Book IV   90 thru 106  Relates to Numbers (wandering)  

Book V        107 thru 150   Relates to Deuteronomy (Word of God)  
 

If one looked at the Psalms by subject matter, you would find:   Penitential Psalms that have to do with repentance; 

Imprecatory Psalms that have to do with revenge; Degree or ascent Psalms;  Hallelujah Psalms;   Historical Psalms;  Acrostic 

Psalms;  Messianic Psalms.  Some Psalms easily fall into more than one of these categories. 
 

This morning’s Psalm 55 is found in Book II or the Exodus section.  This section has to do with delivery from bondage. It also 

falls into two of the subject categories: imprecatory and messianic.  As we go through see if you can pick out those places in 

this great Psalm. 


