
 
 

For Galatians 1                                     September 25, 2011 

This morning we find ourselves in the Book of Galatians. Scholars disagree but this could have been the first book 

written by the apostle Paul. We know that Paul wrote at least thirteen New Testament epistles. Unlike many of his 

other books, Galatians was written to churches of an area rather than to a city or a person. 

Paul’s first two missionary trips were mostly concerned with the cities of the area of Galatia, which is northwest of 

Modern Syria and in the eastern part of modern Turkey. These cities included the other Antioch (Pisidia), Iconium, 

Lystra, and Derbe. The Book of Galatians was very likely written between or after these two trips. 

Paul’s work in Galatia was highly successful. Multitudes of people, mostly non-Jews, had accepted Christ. But then he 

had to go on to other horizons. After Paul left a group of legalistic gospel-perverting Jews from Jerusalem followed up 

Paul’s trips to Galatia. They probably meant well as many of us do. These people more or less rode in on Paul’s shirttails 

and were well received. In essence they attacked Paul’s teachings. They insisted on the Gentiles being circumcised and 

questioned his apostleship and his message. 

Needless to say that once Paul realized what was going on, he blew his stack and wrote this letter. As I said it is the 

only letter of Paul’s written to a group of churches.  The fact is that God had raised up Paul to deliver the early 

Christian believers from the bondage of Old Testament Judaism.  Needless to say mainstream Jewish hatred of Paul 

continues to this day. 

The fact is that the very foundations of this new theology were being attacked and Paul’s work in Galatia was being 

threatened. In the Book of Galatians Paul omits many of the niceties that exist in his other books. There is no word of 

commendation, praise or thanksgiving. No prayer requested.  As you’ll see this morning he gets right to the point. 

One must understand that the Book of Romans had not yet been written.  Romans lays out the theology of Christianity 

verses Judaism in concise detail.  In the Book of Galatians Paul is basically blowing his stack.  It is the declaration of 

emancipation from legalism of any sort.  It was Martin Luther’s favorite epistle.  It was on the masthead of the 

Reformation. It has been called the Magna Charta of the early church. 

The Book of Galatians is the strongest declaration and defense of the doctrine of justification by faith in or out of 

scripture.  Not only is a sinner saved by grace through faith, but the saved sinner lives by grace. Grace is a way to life 

and a way of life.                                                                                                                With that, let’s go to Chapter 1 


