
 
 

For Galatians 2                                                                                                                                                  October 2, 2011 
We decided last week that we would venture from the norm for a few weeks and go through this entire Book of Galatians.  So 

today we are at Chapter 2.  We introduced the entire book last Sunday so this morning we’ll just introduce Chapter 2. 

Last week in Chapter 1 we looked at some of Paul’s complaints about what was going on.  In Paul’s eyes: 
 

� The church had moved from the grace of Christ into another gospel. 

� This new gospel was not the true gospel at all. 

� This new gospel was not to be received no matter where it came from. 

� If it was received, it would result in judgment and damnation upon its recipients. 
 

We know that Paul was not one of the original twelve disciples. They, these judaizers, were basically accusing Paul of being a 

Johnny-come-lately who was not being his own man.  If you remember, Paul tells how he received his message by revelation from 

Jesus.  He gave testimony about how he persecuted Christians prior to his conversion. And that he was separated and called 
from his mother’s womb by grace to become the apostle that he was.  
 

He tells how Jesus was revealed to him supernaturally that he might take the gospel message to the heathen.  Thus God 

revealed Christ in Paul so that he might reveal Christ to the Gentiles through him. Remember that is primarily Paul’s writings 

that set the standards of basic Christianity. He wrote his letters prior to any of the gospels being written. 
 

There is a movement among modern Christian? scholars to remove from Paul the authorship of at least six of his letters. I said 

last week that Paul was not loved by many of today’s modern Jews because he, in their eyes, was a maverick. The same can be 

said of some (perhaps a majority of Catholic scholars). In fact I’m reading a book right now, written by a Catholic scholar, that 

tries to re-identify Paul or at least his message.  Understand that it was Paul’s writing that led Martin Luther to lead the revolt 

against the Catholic Church. Some animosity still exists.  As for me I’ll stick with Paul.  Maybe we both are mavericks in that 

regard. 
 

As we’ll see today, Paul is coming under pressure to mix Judean legalism with God’s pure grace. Everyone has an agenda. Paul’s 

agenda was to introduce the gospel to the Gentiles. He believed that that was his life’s purpose. The Judaizers also had an 

agenda. Their agenda was to put Paul’s Gentile believers under the law and place them into the ranks of Judaism. 

Evidently Peter had temporarily fallen under this shroud and was trying to please these Judaizers. In Chapter 2 Paul confronts 

the issue. The points of contention were: 
 

Unity of the church (14)           Justification by faith alone (15,16) 

Freedom from the law (17,18)         Indwelling Christ is enough (21) 
 

Eventually Peter came around and bore Paul no ill will (2 Peter 3:15). The key scripture this morning is Galatians 2:20. 

                                                                                                                                     With that, let’s go to Chapter 2 


