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Well we are halfway through the Book of Galatians. We normally go through entire books of the Bible on Tuesday nights at the 

Bible study. I haven’t done this from the pulpit for years – in fact maybe I’ve never done that.  We preachers worry about 

redundancy. But the fact is the Bible is redundant. It basically harps on certain principles. God would like us to follow these 

principles – we don’t. 
 

In the first seven verses that we will look at this morning Paul deals with the subject of full adoption as children of God. Fact is 

that the Law made no such provision. But Christ does. Legally Paul was subject to the Roman system. Look for the following 

contrasts: 

• Childhood refers to family situation – Adoption refers to legal position.  

• We enter the family through regeneration – By adoption we enjoy the privilege of position.  

• A child lives under guardianship while an adopted adult has full liberty.  

• This explains that salvation is not automatic but comes with understanding and acceptance.  

• Paul also here contrasts the differences between servant and son: 

• A servant retains his old nature and son enjoys the nature of his father.  

• A servant has a master – a son has a father.  

• A servant obeys out of law and fear – a son out of liberty and love.  

• A servant is promised no inheritance – a son expects an inheritance.  
 

Although I didn’t point it out, chapter 3 basically dealt with the promise and the law.  Realize that the Law has to do with the 

Old Testament – The promise is realized in the New Testament. 
 

The Law cannot change the promise.                                         The Law is not greater than the promise.  

The Law is not contrary to the promise.           The Law cannot do what the promise can.  

In other words the Law cannot save us.  
 

The remainder of Chapter 4 illustrates the fallacy of slipping from the promise back into the Law. It deals with: 

Religious paraphernalia.                                                             A spirit of contentment.  

Turning back to legalism.                                                           The example of Hagar and Sarah.  
 

I started formalizing these introductions about six months ago.  Doing this helps me to prepare for delivery of the message.  So  

I thought it would also perhaps prepare you a little to better understand the message – not to bore you out of your scull. 
 

With that let’s look at Chapter 4. 


