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I’d like to mention the dates that are on the tracts.  Basically they are unprovable.  It would be foolish to die on a hill trying to 

justify or reconcile some of the older dates.  There some hills worth dying on – in my opinion this is not one of them.  From this 

preacher’s point of view you pick your most trusted source and go with it.  Mine happens to be “Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible”.  

Most of the dates on the Bible Talk tracts come from that source. 
 

The date for the Tower of Babel is hard to pin down.  From Wilmington’s point of view the Creation Stage covers from the 

Garden of Eden until the beginning of the Patriarch Stage, which starts, sometime after the call of Abraham.  Wilmington puts 

that date at around 2165 BC. Which appears at the top of the second page of today’s tract. Prior to that point in time 

Wilmington elects not to date anything. 
 

The Bible tells us that Noah’s Ark lands on Mount Ararat towards the end of the Creation Stage. From that point time moves 

along as Noah’s children settle and a substantial population comes about.  Then there is some sort of a mass migration as 

civilization moves in a southeasterly direction winding up in today’s Iraq near Babylon, which was about where the Garden of 

Eden was before the flood. 
 

Today we’ll talk about the last event of the Creation Stage, which will end with the call of Abraham and the start of his 

migration to the land of Canaan. This last event is the construction and destruction of the Tower of Babel. And it has something 

to tell us. 
 

It is interesting that no one is named in the first part of this chapter.  We know that Noah had four sons and their wives who, 

along with Noah and his wife, survived the flood.  I did a little conservative calculation and found that within 300 to 500 years 

one could easily come up with a population count of well over 500,000 from this new beginning. According to Wilmington this 

chapter would end around the year 2165 BC. 
 

Notice that beginning with verse 10, we start picking up on the family line of one of Noah’s sons who happened to be named 

Shem.  We then follow a very narrow of trail of father’s and sons ending up with this guy named Abram who is eventually 

renamed Abraham, which brings us to the mentioned date. 
 

If you go through the mentioned life spans of the time, you will find that Shem and Abraham’s lives probably overlapped - which 

means Abraham could have known his great-great-great grandfather-Shem.  The Jews – the ones that practice their religion - 

build a lot into this relationship, which doesn’t appear in the Bible but does have some credibility.  We’re not going there – at 

least this morning.                                                                                                           So let’s take a look at Genesis Chapter 11. 
 


