
 
 

For Matthew 10b                                                                                                                                         December 11, 2012 


This morning we are now back into the Gospels – normally easy preaching for most preachers.  The Book of Matthew is the first of 

the Gospels. Most of you know that he started out as an IRS agent for the Roman government at least until Jesus came along. 

Tax-collectors were not any more liked back in Jesus’ time then than IRS agents are today.  They are merely political lackeys who 

cannot find a real job. 


One day Jesus walked by Matthew at his collection booth and said something like “Follow me”. Matthew, it was Levi then, 

immediately packed up and left his place and followed Jesus. I don’t think he even gave notice. His outlook on life was changed 

perhaps immediately. That’s what Jesus does to people. He changes lives. He changes perspectives. He gives you a real reason to 

live. 


There has been a lot of theological perspectives on the Gospels. Matthew, Mark & Luke are called the Synoptic Gospels, which 

means they pretty much are in concert with one another. One could have been used as a resource for the others. That’s merely 

speculation. Others say that Peter inspired at least the Book of Mark, which means he could have also influenced the others.  


The Gospel of John brings along a little different perspective. It was written much later than the other three. John was the 

youngest of the disciples and he knew Jesus the longest. Perhaps he was the closest.  The fact is that only Matthew and John were 

actual disciples of Jesus. Luke and Mark were not. They wrote. 


Today’s message comes from a time well into Jesus’ three year ministry. John the Baptist is still alive at this time. In the first part 

of the chapter Jesus names the twelve disciples and gives them their marching orders as he sends them out into the world – or at 

least as he is going to send them out. This morning we are in the last half of the chapter, which deals with the final instructions. 


It says in the Gospel of Mark that Jesus actually did send them out at this time in groups of two. They accomplished a lot. You can 

read about that in Mark Chapter 6. But then John the Baptist was beheaded by Herod and evidently the disciples then again 

gathered with Jesus. It’s sort of like the on-ramp for the highway to the crucifixion 


Jesus will shortly be crucified. To me these instructions of the last half of Chapter 10 point to a time after Jesus has left - both 

for the twelve and for any Christian of today who has seen fit to take up the cross and do what Christians ought to be doing. It is 

not an easy road. 
 

So lets see what Jesus says to his disciples in the last half of Matthew Chapter 10. 


