
 
 

For Candlelight Service                                                                                                           December 24, 2011 


Welcome. This will be a short service.  This is not a celebration of Hanukah. We are here to commemorate the birth 

of Jesus, which occurred over 2000 years ago. You all know the Christmas story about the birth:

There was Mary’s supernatural pregnancy.                         Then there was the birth of John the Baptist. 

Mary & Joseph were coerced to go to Bethlehem.            She was nine months along in her pregnancy. 

The inn was overbooked so they ended up in a stable.   Jesus was born in that stable. 

There was a supernatural fireworks display.      The angels brought the shepherds up to date. 

The shepherds went to check it out.         They were led to the manger.

The key to all this may be symbolized by light. The Bible says that God is light. It also says that evil is darkness. 

Science tells us that there can be no such thing as real darkness so long as light exists. Or perhaps that darkness can 

only exist in the absence of light. One can look at this in the spiritual sense. During the time between the Bible 

testaments, which equals about four hundred years, God had turned his spiritual back on the world. And the earth had 

been darkened through secularism or, if you will, godlessness.

So picture the scene from God’s point of view. A godless darkness prevails. God faces a dilemma: 

Either let all of his creation go.  -  Or do something about it.  -  God chose the latter!

Way back when God created the earth, the first thing he brought forth was light (Day One).
(Genesis 1:3 & 5)  And God said, “Let there be light.” And there was light - the first day.

For the next four thousand years that light flickered on and off until God decided to forget it. And He let the earth 

become dark. So then picture heaven. All lighted up with God at the center. Then picture earth all dark with Satan at 

the center. By all appearances Satan had won. It made for evil times on that black rock called earth.

Light had to be re-introduced. And so God relented and came to this black rock himself. Mankind needed salvation. 

That salvation is tied to His light. He ushered in the Church Age in which we now live.  (start candle)
(Psalm 27:1)   The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 
(Isaiah 49:6)  I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth." 
(Matthew 4:16)   "—the people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a 
light has dawned." 
(John 8:12)  When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk 
in darkness, but will have the light of life." 
(1st Thessalonians 5:5)  You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 
(1st John 1:7)   But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his 
Son, purifies us from all sin. 

 


