
 
 

For Lamentations 3                                                                                                                                          January 29, 2012 


The year is 586 BC. It’s the year that Jerusalem fell to King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. The city and the temple at this point 

have been utterly destroyed. The two-tribe nation has come to an end. The exile begins. 


The prophet Jeremiah has found favor with King Nebuchadnezzar. His contemporary prophets, Ezekiel and Daniel, have been 

taken into exile to Babylon. Jeremiah has the privilege, if that’s what you want to call it, of staying in Judah. 


Tradition has it that Jeremiah is sitting on the hill where Jesus would later be crucified. He is looking at the devastated city of 

Jerusalem as he writes this Book of Lamentations. Jeremiah is known as the weeping prophet – basically because of this book. 

Lamentations is written in the acrostic format. The verses break down into groups of twenty-two which is the number of 

consonants in the Hebrew language. The biblical Hebrew has no vowels – they were added in by later translators for pronunciation 

purposes. Each verse begins with the next letter of the alphabet. It is a book of tears. 


Right in the middle of this chaos of words we find one of the most comforting passages in the Bible. The contrast is overwhelming, 

as you will see this morning. In this moment of extreme grief in his words of utter ruination of his beloved city, Jeremiah writes 

these words of God’s comfort. These words have been the basis for uncountable great sermons like Jonathan Edward’s “Sinners in 

the Hands of an Angry God”. 
 

I have often prepared this sermon to preach on a Sunday morning. By the time it came for the preaching, I could not go through 

with it and set it aside for something else. This time we’re going through with it. If you will listen carefully, the words will pierce 

your heart – the words that were written through Jeremiah’s tears. It represents a time of national disaster and utter failure of 

leadership. 


We now live in such times. Someone on twitter tweeted me regarding my application of scripture to modern America. I tweeted 

back that I could not separate Israel from America – that much of what applied to them back then applies to us today. The truth 

is that God has blessed America much more than He has blessed Israel. The Bible has to be much more than just a book of ancient 

historical accounts. He tweeted back in agreement. 


So listen to what Jeremiah had to say right in the middle of this great and meaningful Chapter 3 ! 


 


