
 
 

For Mark 5a                                                                                                                                                       February 5 ,2012 


This morning we find ourselves back in the Gospels. Jesus is about a third of His way into his three-year ministry. He is in the 

region of Galilee. It is probably his second preaching tour of this tetrachy. 


The term tetrachy is one we ought to be familiar with. The total region of Israel at this time is relatively easy to define. North and 

south it extends from about Tyre in the north to the Gaza strip in the south. That’s a distance north and south of about 120 miles. 

East and west it is between the Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River. That would be no more than 50 miles east and west at its 

widest point. 


Rome divided this area up into four regions called tetrarchies. Roughly north to south they were Galilee, Samaria, Judea and 

Idumea. Rome had set up four puppet governors of these areas. They were all from Herod’s family.  In one respect we could 

compare Galilee and Judea to the red states of today. Samaria and Idumea would be more like the blue states. Keep in mind, 

however that most of the administrations of the Herods were corrupt - again much like today. 


In today’s message we find that Jesus has left these areas and crossed over to the east side of the Jordan when he crossed the 

Sea of Galilee. One might say he left the kosher state. Pigs were not allowed to be raised west of the Jordan. They were not 

kosher. Here he encounters a legion of evil spirits (demons), a demon possessed man, pigs being raised, and a clueless mob of 

people. He could have been on either coast in America or perhaps around Chicago and found the same thing. 
 

One would be a fool to discard the presence of demons in our country’s hierarchy. I once read a book, written by a Christian, about 

the halls of the Kremlin during Stalin’s leadership of Russia. It’s been a long time – but I clearly remember passages from the book. 

Voices were regularly heard in the Kremlin halls. The influence of these demons inspired Russia’s leadership to commit mass 

murder and other horrible atrocities and it probably still does today. 


Which brings us to our great country. Does anyone here believe that our leadership could have so completely destroyed the 

financial and moral base of this country without the influence of demons? Have you ever listened to Dick Durbin or Chuck Schumer 

or Barney Frank or Anthony Weiner or Harry Reid or Debbie Wasserman Schultz or Nancy Pelosi. Are theirs voices of reason? Of 

course not!  They are the result of God being expelled from places of power in our country. And when God leaves guess who enters 

in? 


Rest assured that when Satan gets done with them, their bodies will be discarded just like the pigs we are going to talk about 

today.                                                                                                                                            So let’s look at Mark Chapter 5a. 
 


