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The Old Testament books 1st and 2nd Samuel and 1st and 2nd Kings are about the kings of Israel. They are pretty much written in 

chronological order. They deal with the United Kingdom – under Saul, David and Solomon -  and the split kingdoms – under many 

kings. When one gets into the divided kingdoms, the writing deals with both kingdoms concurrently in those four books. 
 

1st and 2nd Chronicles are a little different. There are lots of names because genealogies are listed at the beginning. 1st Chronicles 

deals with the end of Saul’s reign and David’s reign. 2nd Chronicles deals with Solomon and the kings of the Southern Kingdom until 

the exile. These are the kings of the lineage of Jesus – some good some not so good. 
 

This morning’s message is about King David somewhere around the middle of his reign.  I wrote the following about King David 

years ago probably with the help of Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible. 
 

David, the son of Jesse of Bethlehem, of the tribe of Judah, was the most brilliant leader of ancient Israel. 
 

When David was just a shepherd boy, he was called to play music for King Saul in order to cure his melancholy. David also gained 

fame as a youth when he killed the Philistine Goliath (Galyat) with his slingshot. Saul made David his armor-bearer and son-in-law, 

and Saul’s son Jonathan became David’s loyal friend. 

 

When Saul died, David rose to power by conquering the south and then Jerusalem. The northern tribes of Israel voluntarily 

submitted to David. David was really the first king of a totally unified Israel. He founded a dynasty, centered in Jerusalem, that 

remained in power for about 500 years. David brought the Ark of the Covenant into the center of the Jewish nation, thereby 

infusing the Jewish national home with religion and ethics. 
 

By creating a nation for the Jews with Torah at its center, David brought the work of Moses to a practical conclusion and laid the 

foundation that would enable Judaism to survive for thousands of years to come, despite the efforts of many other nations to 

destroy it. 
 

David was the ultimate Jewish leader. He was courageous and strong in war, as well as an intelligent statesman. He was a faithful 

friend and an inspiring leader. He was skillful at playing musical instruments and gifted in his ability to write Psalms (Tehilim) or 

songs of praise to God. In his relationship with God, he was pious. Mistakes he did make can be attributed to his rapid rise to power 

and the spirit of the times in which he lived and ruled. According to Jewish Tradition, the Messiah (Mashiach) will and did come 

from the descendants of David.                                                                                          So let’s take a look at 1st Chronicles 17. 
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