
 
 

For Numbers 32b                                                                                                                                               February 19, 2012 
 

Believe it or not – there is a message in this last half of Numbers Chapter 32.  I took me awhile to find it – but its there. Two weeks 

ago we talked about Jesus going over to the east side of the Jordan River where He encountered a bunch of demons and sent them 

into a herd of pigs. There were about 2,000 of them. 
 

This morning we are going to go about fifteen hundred years before that event took place. It’s about the time that Israel’s forty 

years of wandering in the desert under the leadership of Moses was coming to an end. When the Israelites approached the 

Promised Land, they did an end around. So instead of coming in from the direction of Egypt, which would be from the south. They 

came in from the east side of the Jordan River. They had to cross the Jordan River. So they came in from fairly close to the place 

that Jesus went to 1500 years later. 
 

Remember that God had promised the land of Canaan to the descendants of Abraham years before. That land is on the west side 

of the Jordan River. Remember top to bottom in Jesus time, Galilee, Samaria, Judea and Idumea. Today we will be talking about 

some of the Israelites who decided they wanted – not to live not in the Promised Land – but to live in the land east of the Jordan. 

In Jesus time that was called the Decapolis. 
 

Two and a half of the Tribes of Israel decided to take up residence on that east side. They were Rueben, Gad and half the tribe of 

Manasseh. Israel had conquered those who lived there before – when those nations decided to attack Israel inside of letting them 

pass by peaceably. I’m sure that the media of the time tried to make Israel out as the aggressor – just like today. 
 

Moses brokered a deal that these tribes would have to be the vanguard in the fight to take the land of Canaan for the rest of 

Israel – after which they could go on back across the Jordan and settle there. 

 

Today’s message, other than the history lesson, would be about half measures. God had promised Israel, through Abraham, the 

land of Canaan – in other words the land west of the Jordan. He never promised them the land east of the Jordan. Those two and 

a half tribes liked the way it looked on the wrong side of the Jordan. Much later it became inhabited by pigs and demons and 

basically backsliders – sort of like our nation’s capital or Chicago. 
 

When we become Christians, God makes his kingdom available to us – now – it is our Promised Land. Most of the time we, like 

Rueben, Gad and half the tribe of Manasseh, elect to live on the wrong side of the Jordan. Oh we are still saved but we elect not 

to be all that we could be – right here in this life! 

 

So let’s take a look at Numbers 32b. 

http://bibletalkingpoints.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/numbers-32b.pdf

