
 
 

For 1st Corinthians 15b                                                                                                                                                  April 8, 2012 


Today we celebrate Easter Sunday. Some churches stay away from the word “Easter” and call it “Resurrection” Sunday. It’s the day Jesus 

came back to life after being clinically dead over a three day period. Most Christian churches will be looking at the scriptures recounting that 

event. On Easter Sunday of 2008, according to my records, we started in 1st Corinthians chapter 15 and never got around to finishing it. This 

morning we will finish the chapter. But first I’d like to talk about Christianity in general and especially in America.  

We, or at least most of us, like to think of America as a Christian nation. There is some sort of a Christian umbrella if you will under which 

Christianity is covered. But perhaps this Christian umbrella has become over extended. Obviously we are not all perfect little Christians, none 

of us are.  We all have different circumstances. However in spite of these circumstances there are some basics. One cannot ignore John’s 

letter to the Church at Laodicea. 
(Revelation 3:14-16) “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s 
creation.  I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor 
cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”  

I would be the last person to rate anybody’s Christianity, frankly, because I would be right there near the bottom of the list. There is one 

thing I do know. Christianity, without exception, requires a personal response to the Gospel message. One cannot get around this point. One of 

the key points to the Gospel message is a positive unyielding belief in the resurrection of Jesus Christ who is God the Son. I’m not going to 

over all the points of the Gospel right now. There are some Gospel tracts over there on the table. If you have any doubts or are just plain 

curious take one and read it. It is the most important message on earth today. 

There is a sinister something else I would like to touch on in this introduction. When Easter Sunday was celebrated a year ago, some of the 

sermons that were preached on that day were agenda based and not centered on Jesus at all. I heard excerpts from the pulpit of the 

institution attended by our President.  The words were agenda-based and that agenda was merely using Jesus as means to a selfish end – there 

is too much of that. 

Christianity has been used to justify a lot of stuff in our societies.  The Inquisition of the Dark Ages murdered and tortured many innocents 

who refused to be physically or spiritually governed by the rules established by the papacy at Rome. Today in modern America the hoods of 

“Christian?” white supremacy have been joined by the hoods of “Christian?” liberation theology. All of these are equally wrong and have a 

common denominator inspired by the god of this world. 

The issue is whether Christianity is going to be represented by biblical authority or some sort of social agenda. One is God-led the other is 

man-led.  The Christian umbrella is not that big.  When we reject biblical authority, we allow all sorts of things to enter in – things that are 

centered around man’s agenda instead of God’s. 

The truth is that Jesus came to save us from our sins not to justify them or our agendas.  If we are not horrified by them, did Christ really 

come and save us or was he merely wasting His time?  There is a song that goes like this: 
 

“I know a place, a wonderful place, where accused and condemned find mercy and grace.  
Where the wrongs we have done and the wrongs done to us were nailed there with Him – there on that cross.   
At the cross !   At the cross !   He died for our sins !  At the cross !   At the cross !   He gave us life again !” 

 

So now let’s look at 1st Corinthians 15b. 


