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The Book of Acts covers a period of about forty years.  It begins with the miracle at Pentecost and ends with the martyrdom of 

Paul in Rome. The action centers around two great periods of the establishment and expansion of the early Christian Church. 

Chapters 1 through 12 covers the events in Jerusalem headed up by Peter. The rest of the book covers the global expansion of 

Christianity headed up by Paul. 
 

This morning we are in Chapter 4 which means we are in Jerusalem with the establishment of the Jerusalem church system 

headed up by Peter. Chapter 1 deals with the ascension of Jesus. Chapter 2 deals with the Pentecost sermon of Peter where 

some three thousand people were saved immediately. That number grew to five thousand overnight. In Chapter 3 we see the 

healing of the crippled beggar outside of the temple by Peter and John. After the healing Peter begins another sermon. People 

are drawn to what is going on. They’ve seen the beggar healed and are listening to what Peter has to say about it. 
 

That brings us up to where we are this morning. The religious leaders didn’t like what Peter was saying. Frankly many of today’s 

religious leaders are a sorry lot maybe even worse than the political leaders. As far as this pastor in concerned preachers are 

supposed to preach God’s word from the Bible - and not always from the same place. We preachers tend to grab a handful of our 

favorite scriptures in or out of context and hang there. God has given us the whole Bible which includes lots of laws and 

commands and – heaven forbid- history. 
 

Under “Religion and Politics” on our website, there is an article called the “Christian Umbrella”. It is one of the most read 

articles on the site – sadly more than any of the Bible studies. Here’s a quote from it: 
 

“Preachers have a great responsibility. They are responsible to the highest possible authority.  It is the one authority that is to 

be respected by every one.  However when those whom God has appointed to positions of preaching His word, choose to follow 

their own agendas from the pulpit, that greatest trust has been violated. We all like to make ourselves look good even if it takes 

exaggeration or grandstanding.  This can be observed today in every one of our president’s speeches and in many pulpit 

performances.” 
 

Back in Acts chapter 4, as far as the religious leaders were concerned, Peter was way out of line in what he was saying. They 

were jealous - in spite of the fact that Peter was quoting from what we call - the Old Testament.  So Peter and John get drug 

into church hierarchy and questioned with the intent of muzzling them. This is where we begin this morning. 
 

                                                                                                                      With that said let’s take a look at Acts Chapter 4. 


