
 
 

For Ezra 7                                                                                                                                                            April 22, 2012 


My wife and I had a conversation this week. Well actually we had several conversations. But we had one about the sermons. 

Without getting specific it was basically about frameworks. When I started memorizing scripture, a framework had to be built – 

in my mind if you will. In other words, in my case, when memorizing a scripture, there had to be a place to put it – otherwise it would 

get lost. So in my finite little mind a framework was built mostly from a historical point of view. It’s the same one I used for years 

for reading the Bible and it’s the same one that is used for figuring out where the next sermon is coming from. My wife informed 

me that not everyone works that way and she’s right. However the truth is that we, as a nation, have destroyed our framework. 
 

Some preachers go by feelings. In other words they pick a topical point and move in that direction – basically finding scriptures 

that will prove their points – there is nothing wrong with that. It doesn’t work for me. This preacher preaches about three topicals 

a year and that’s it. The rest of the time we just move on to the next section in the framework and find a chapter not preached 

before. The Bible tells me that the Old Testament is just as important as the New – it’s foundational. And this preacher can bore 

you just as much out of the New Testament as the Old Testament. 
 

So this morning we find ourselves in the Book of Ezra. To my surprise, in checking the records, we’ve not been there in this church. 

In fact it’s unclear if I’ve ever preached from that book. 

Zedekiah was the last king of the southern kingdom. He was carried away by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon into captivity in 597 

BC. The city of Jerusalem was destroyed and the temple burned shortly before this date. The prophets Daniel and Ezekiel were 

both carried off about this time. Ezekiel was also a priest and Daniel was also a prime minister. 
 

Babylon fell to the Medes and Persians in 539 BC. The last Babylonian king was Belshazzar.  He’s the guy who saw the handwriting 

on the wall and who was executed by the conquerors. Cyrus the Great was now the King of Persia and he placed his favorite general 

Darius the Mede over Babylon. During his first year Cyrus wrote a decree allowing the Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the 

temple and later the city itself. 
 

According to the Bible there were three separate returns by the Jewish remnant: 
 

(1)Jerubbabel led the first in 536 BC.    (2) Ezra led the second in 455 BC.    (3) Nehemiah led the third in 445 BC. 
 

Construction on the new temple began in 535 BC. It was halted by various satanic activities and finally completed and dedicated in 

516 BC. The book of Ezra in chapters 1 through 6 describes the time under Jerubbabel. Chapters 7 through 10 describes the time 

under Ezra. It is where we begin this morning                                                                                       So then let’s look at Ezra 7. 

 


