
 
 

For Numbers 23                                                                                                                                                     April 15, 2012 


This morning we will be talking about Balaam. Since we started this church I have kept a record of the sermons. I can’t tell you why 

other than to keep from being redundant. And I have preached a few chapters of the Bible more than once. On October 19, 2008, 

we went through the second half of the chapter that precedes this sermon. It was about a talking donkey. It was right before 

America elected one into the highest office of the land. The miracle of the talking donkey was not so much in the fact that the 

donkey spoke – it was in the fact that Balaam took up the conversation as if he was talking to another person. 
 

This man, Balaam, is an enigma – a puzzle – if you will. He had the reputation of being a man who heard from God – the God of the 

Bible. But he was also a diviner which the Bible speaks out against. A diviner is someone who gets his information from sources 

other than God. On other words he was a compromised prophet. 
 

The Israelites, after wandering in the wilderness for forty years, were camped east of the Jordan in Moab preparing to enter the 

land of Canaan. King Balak of Moab perceived this as a military threat to his nation. He also knew that God, from time to time, had 

blessed these Israelites. So Balaam was called from his home somewhere in Mesopotamia by Balak to come and place a curse on the 

Israelites. He was offered a great reward to do this. At first he struggled with God but the money won out as it so often does. 

 

On the trip Balaam’s donkey kept balking. That was when Balaam and the donkey had the conversation that we already talked about. 

Balaam finally winds up with Balak in Moab. He is to place a curse from God on God’s people, the Israelites. Not a good idea back 

then - in about 1445BC  - any more than it is a good idea today. 
 

In today’s chapter we are going to look at the first two of four oracles of Balaam that were supposed to be curses but actually 

came out as blessings. Of course this infuriated King Balak who later took Balaam into his camp and coerced him into setting up a 

plan to destroy Israel. It’s called the Doctrine of Balaam which sought to destroy Israel from within through sexual immorality and 

perversion. It would have succeeded but for the intervention of one of Aaron’s grandsons named Phinehas. We also know that this 

doctrine exists today in America as America is also being destroyed from within by similar conduct promoted by the political 

correctness of the Left. It seems to be working out well for those who hate us. Perhaps we should be praying for another such as 

Phinehas to arrive at the scene. 
 

Balaam was eventually killed when the regenerated Israelites overran the Moabites and killed King Balak. 
 

So now let’s look at Numbers 23. 


