
 
 

For 3rd John                                                                                                                                                           May 27, 2012 


Well -- tomorrow is Memorial Day. For many it’s a day to remember beloved family members and friends.  Some will honor great 

American or world heroes. And for some it will be members of our military from the birth of our nation until now. Every Sunday we 

– in essence -- celebrate a memorial to Jesus Christ who is our Savior and who was the founding God of our nation. And for some it 

will be just another weekend. 
 

It would be appropriate for me this morning to attempt some sort of a memorial sermon that would encompass all those things. 

We’re not going to do that. This pastor has lots of shortcomings and you are aware of most of them. One scripture that applies to 

me - and my wife will affirm this - is Proverbs 29:11 “A fool uttereth all his mind but a wise man keeps it in till afterward.” My 

outspoken mouth sets me up all the time. So when you pray for me ask God to work in that area. 
 

Another shortcoming is preaching special event sermons at a Sunday morning church service. I used to try it and have on a very 

few occasions have done so in this church – Easter and Christmas notwithstanding. So after wrestling with this it became clear 

that we would just go on with another chapter in the Bible like we always do with no disrespect to our Memorial Day holiday. 
 

So we find ourselves in second shortest book of the Bible. That would be 3rd John. It is a personal letter to a fellow named Gaius 

who was an exhorter or encourager to missionaries. The Bible mentions three men by that name. We have no way to know which this 

one was. Gaius is praised, prayed for and encouraged in the first eight verses of this short letter. 
 

A couple of verses mention a fellow by the name of Diotrephes and deals with pride. Among others things he tried to set himself 

up as a leader in the church. In that capacity he refused to receive John the apostle. He had slandered the other apostles. He 

refused to entertain missionaries. And he had attempted to excommunicate believers. You might say he was like an over exuberant 

church dictator. Leadership does that to some people – to much egotism and too little humility. We see that every day in modern 

America. 
 

The book also praises a man named Demetrius who was apparently much the opposite of this fellow Diotrephes. He is commended 

for his stand on the truth. 
 

Notice the talking points this morning deal with the general concepts rather than the specifics. You already got those in the 

introduction. 

 

So let’s take a look at John’s Third Epistle. 


