
 
 

For Deuteronomy 18                                                                                                                         June 13, 2012 


For me – Deuteronomy is one of the most interesting books of the Old Testament. It sort of jibes with my vibes if you will. 
 

Israel has wandered in the wilderness for forty years.  The nation is camped on the east side of the Jordan River waiting to enter 

into the Promised Land which is on the west side of the Jordan. When Israel departed from Egypt, they spent about two years 

camped at Mt Sinai before travelling to a place called Kadesh-Barnea.  It is here at Mount Sinai that the tabernacle was designed 

and built. The rules for worship and sacrificed were established as well as the Ten Commandments from God received.  At the end 

of this time twelve men – one from each tribe - were sent into Canaan from Kadesh-Barnea to check out the Promised Land. Ten of 

these men convinced the entire population not to enter the land. This angered God and set up thirty-eight more years of wandering 

in the wilderness – another tragic failure of democracy in action.  
 

Moses’ life is about over. He is 120 years old and has led Israel for those forty years. He knows he will not enter the land so he 

gathers the people and speaks to them. The words of Deuteronomy are his last. Here he preaches three great (and long) sermons, 

gives Joshua some leadership instructions, blesses each tribe, composes a song, and departs from earth. All this is recorded in this 

book called Deuteronomy. Deuteronomy literally means second law. In actuality it is a re- statement of the Torah or the law which 

has already been recorded in Exodus and Lamentations. 
 

If one briefly recaps the book, he will find at least 10 great theological themes relating to God: 
 

1.   His faithfulness (8 examples)             2.  His Word (5)                 3.  His Person (3) 

4.   His love (1)                              5.  His glory (3)                  6.  His grace (2) 

7.   His coming (1) as the great prophet    8.  His will (1)        9.  His kings (1) 

10. His nation (3) Israel 
 

This morning we find ourselves in chapter 18. In John 1:21 someone asked of John the Baptist after he had told them that he was 

not the Christ –  
 

They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?”  He said, “I am not.”   “Are you the Prophet?”   He answered, “No.” 
 

The Prophet they are speaking of is prophesied about in this chapter 18 of Deuteronomy. We’ll talk about that a little more when 

we get to it. 
 

So let’s take a look at Deuteronomy Chapter 18. 


