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Well, we are back in the Gospels this morning.  If anyone has been following, they will notice that we are back to Mark.  Anyone 

want to know why?  Maybe OCD is involved.  For the past few years I have been keeping a record of where we are each Sunday.  You 

are all aware that every sixth or seventh Sunday we are back in the Gospels.  A couple of months back I noticed that we have been 

short-changing the Book of Mark.  For example we have been in Matthew fifteen times – in Luke twelve times – and in John some 

fourteen times.  Until this morning we have only been in Mark six times.  This pastor does not want to be confronted someday by 

Mark wondering why the others got so much more attention than he did.  So here we are. 
 

The Gospel of Mark has been considered by many as Simon Peter’s Gospel.  There is evidence for that.  We are told by J. Vernon 

McGee that Mark got his facts for his Gospel from Peter.  Others say he got his explanation of the Gospel from Paul.  If that were 

the case, it would be a pretty good combination for the writing of this book. 
 

Ever wonder why there are four Gospel which pretty much cover the events.  One reason is that they were written to different 

sets of people.  For instance Matthew was very likely written for the nation, Israel – it was written for the religious man.  Mark, on 

the other hand, was written for the Roman, and was suited for the Roman times.  As we’ll notice in this morning’s message it was 

written for or about the strong man.  
 

The Romans ruled the world for a thousand years.  They had actually subjugated the world.  They had brought peace and justice, 

good roads, law and order, and protection – but – it was a forced peace.  The iron heel of Rome was on mankind and there was a price 

to pay.  Rome was a strong dictatorship. 
 

It appears that this dictatorship had some things in common with America’s current presidency.  Here is a paraphrase from McGee 

who was quoting an historian by the name of Gregory: 
 

The Roman system was to try whether the strong man (Rome), taking the form of law, regulated by political principles could 
perfect humanity by subordinating every individual to the state and making the state universal.   

 

Our current president considers himself to be that strong man that the world is looking for – that the world’s power could be 

invested in this one man – which, of course  also describes the desires of the coming antichrist. 
 

And so we find Mark, writing about Jesus, in opposition to Rome or at least what Rome stood for under the dictatorship.  Someone 

wrote the following: 
 

“I read in a book where a man called Christ went about doing good.  It is very disconcerting to me that I am so easily satisfied 
with just going about.” 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                      So now let’s look at Mark Chapter 3 ! 


