
 
 

For Philippians 1                                                                                                                                  July 8, 2012 
 

As we have talked about before, the Book of Philippians is one of the Prison Epistles. Paul wrote four letters while in prison at 

Rome. They are Ephesians, Philippians, Colossians and the little epistle Philemon. 
 

The Apostle Paul had a special relationship with the church of this city called Philippi. It seems that this church was closer to Paul 

than any other church.  Their love for him and his love for them are mirrored in this letter. According to J. Vernon McGee this 

epistle deals with the Christian experience at a level on which all believers should be living. Most of us don’t reach that level in this 

life – but it is where God would like us to be. 
 

Paul visited Philippi on his second missionary journey. It is the journey on which Paul wanted to revisit the churches established 

during his first journey to Galatia. As on the first such journey he wanted to take Barnabas with him. Barnabas insisted on taking 

his nephew, John Mark, who had been with them at the beginning of the first journey. Again, according to J. Vernon, Mark had 

turned chicken and ran home to mama when they landed on the coast of Asia Minor. Paul didn’t want a repeat experience. This split 

the missionary team of Paul and Barnabas. Barnabas took John Mark and went in another direction. Paul then teamed up with Silas 

and retraced his steps into Galatia, visiting the churches they had established on the first missionary journey. 
 

Last Sunday we were in the Gospel of Mark Chapter 3. This is the same John Mark we just talked about. The more one reads the 

Bible the more it all ties together. 
 

It was during this trip that Paul and Silas decided to widen their horizons. Well, not quite, it was God, in all 3 manifestations, who 

decided to widen their horizon. It says in Acts Chapter 16: 
 

(Acts 16:6-10)  Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from 
preaching the word in the province of Asia.  
When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the  Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. So they passed by 
Mysia and went down to Troas.   During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, "Come over to Macedonia 
and help us." After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the 
gospel to them. 

 

And so Paul and Silas crossed over into Europe. One might say that, at this point in time, Christianity crossed over into Europe. 

Their first stop was Philippi. The Book of Acts tells us they were looking for a place to have a Bible study on the Sabbath. They 

went out of the city to the banks of a river and sat with a group of women who were praying there. It is here that Paul meets the 

seller of purple dye named Lydia. This Lydia may have been the first convert to Christianity in Europe. 
 

We’re going to go through this book just like we did Galatians. You can blame my wife for that. Pastor’s wives do have some 

influence in the church.                                                                                                                             So let’s look at chapter 1. 

 


