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In the Old Testament history stage, according to Wilmington, there are twelve books – the first of these books is Joshua and the 

last is Esther.  1st Samuel would be the fourth book in this stage of the Bible.  Samuel is probably the author of this book – at least 

up to chapter twenty-five – which records his death in 1st Samuel 25:1.  Apparently two guys named Nathan the Prophet and Gad 

the Seer completed the writings of the Samuel books.  We find reference to that in 1st Samuel 10:25 where Samuel wrote part of 

the record and turned it into the Lord and 1st Chronicles 29:29 where the other two are named. 
 

You are probably all familiar with some of the events of this book.  There is: 

 …the rise of the Kingdom of Israel. 

 …the account of Hannah and her son Samuel. 

 …the account of David and Goliath. 

 …the friendship of David and Jonathan. 

 …the account of Saul’s visit the witch at Endor. 

 …the account of David and Bathsheba. 

 …the rebellion of David’s son Absalom. 
 

There are three themes to the Samuel books.  The first is prayer.  1st Samuel opens with prayer and 2nd Samuel closes with prayer 

and there are lots of prayers in between.  The second theme is the change of Israel from a theocracy to a kingdom.  The third 

theme is the rise of the office of prophet.  Generally as Israel changed from a government of God to a government by men – the 

result was deterioration rather than improvement.  This is somewhat of a parallel between Israel and America. 
 

Here I quote J. Vernon McGee, “God’s chosen form of government is a kingdom ruled by a king.  Yet to change the form of our 

government today would not solve our problems.  It is not the form that is bad – it is the people connected with it.  But a kingdom 

is God’s ideal, and he intends to put his king on the throne of this earth someday.  When Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace, rules 

this world it will be very unlike the job men are doing today.  There will be no need for a poverty (welfare) program, or for moral 

reforms.  Rather, there will be righteousness and peace covering this earth like the waters cover the sea.” Through the Bible with 
J. Vernon McGee (1982) – Volume 2 page 121. 
 

This morning we’ll look at Hannah’s prophetic prayer.  Notice the three tenses in the first part of this prayer: 
 

1.  We have been saved. 

2.  God has delivered us from the pollution of sin which is our present deliverance. 

3.  There is the deliverance from death in the future – not physical death but spiritual death. 
 

Something to think about as we look at the first part of Chapter 2. 


