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Well it’s time to go back to the Old Book – The Old Testament if you will. 
 

The first five books of the Bible were written by Moses.  They are called the Pentateuch. The Jews would call it the Torah – i.e. 

the Law.  These books are Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. 
 

From what little I know about Hebrew, the words for Deuteronomy would be shaynee and Torah  So we could say we are in the book 

of Torah shaynee.  That would be second law.  The word Deuteronomy itself comes from the Greek deutero and nominion which 

again means second law.  One could say that this is a second look at the law which was given in the other books of the law.  If one 

thinks about it, the law up until this point has been in a listed format.  In Deuteronomy Moses takes the next step and deals more 

with the application of the law by emphasizing certain portions of it. 
 

The theme of this book is love and obey. The word love occurs twenty-two times in the book.  That may come as a surprise to some.  

When we think of the Old Testament, especially that far back, we seldom consider love.  Love is supposed to be a New Testament 

thing.  This book, Deuteronomy, teaches that obedience is supposed to be man’s response to God’s love.  This is not the Gospel, but 

the great principle of it is here.  The Honest-to-God Christian must understand one thing – the Law is good.  The problem lies with 

us.  If God wanted us to be saved, it had to be by way of his grace.  The following idea runs through the entire Bible: “If you love 

me, keep my commandments.” 
 

There is a great error being taught in American theological universities about the Book of Deuteronomy. It is called the 

Graf-Wellhausen hypothesis. This hypothesis from a German university states that the purpose of the book was to glorify the 

priesthood at Jerusalem.  The problem is that neither the priesthood nor Jerusalem is mentioned in the book.  This how errors get 

injected into Christianity and no one checks them out.  All you gotta do is read the book. 
 

The Book of Deuteronomy was given to the new generation that was not around or too young to remember the experiences of the 

Israelites leaving Egypt and the events at Mount Sinai.  Now forty years later within thirty days they will enter Canaan – the 

Promised Land.  The previous generation was dead.  They had broken God’s Law.  They had refused to believe God.  Unbelief is sin.  

It was the flesh that was wrong back then – just as it is today.  This is the reason that God has an altogether different basis 

through which he saves us. 
 

The new generation had grown to adulthood.  The Law needed to be reviewed and installed in the minds of those who would enter 

the land.  Sadly today it has been neglected.  This is today’s greatest failure of the family, the school and the church.   
 

Think about this as we look at the first half of Chapter 2. 


