
 
 

For Philippians 3                                                                                                                                 July 22, 1012 
 

We are in the Book of Philippians. This morning we find ourselves in Chapter 3.  If one thinks about life as a contest between good 

and evil, or perhaps Jesus and the devil, there has to be an outcome.  In other words there is a winner and a loser.  From a Christian 

point of view the prize of life is Jesus Christ. That would be the winner. The losers then would be those who choose the devil. 
 

It’s been said before that today we live in a two class society and it’s not the two that the politicians talk about all the time.  From 

God’s point of view, and this is rather harsh, we have those who belong to Him and those who belong to the devil.  In other words 

those destined for heaven and those destined for hell.  For whatever reason your pastor has chosen to name these two groups: 

Honest-to-God Christians and the Clueless Mob.  The truth is that we all at one time were part of the Clueless Mob.  The whole 

reason for Jesus and The Gospel was to move those of the Clueless Mob group into the Honest-to-God Christian group. 
 

The problem for God (and us) is that it seems the majority of those who belong to the Clueless Mob would rather stay in that 

category.  If one just considers this present life with no afterlife, what difference would it make?  As for me and I think you - the 

choice would be that of the Honest-to-God Christian.  That is not the easy choice.  It would be wrong for me or you to say to 

someone who belongs to the Clueless Mob – “Hey become a Christian and your live here on earth will be much easier”!  The truth is 

that it probably won’t. 
 

In chapter 3 of Philippians we get a look at some of those who would like to corrupt the prize.  Paul will talk about dogs snapping at 

his heels with false doctrines.  He calls them mutilators of the flesh.  Immediately we think of circumcision which brings us into 

the realm of Judaism.  Paul is not saying that circumcision is wrong.  It’s a commandment at least to the Jews.  What he is saying 

is that religious traditions not found in the written Torah are not to be used as a club to force Christians into a bunch of religious 

mumbo jumbo.  Churches and cults love to do that sort of thing.  They are enemies of the Cross proud of things that they ought to 

be ashamed of. 
 

The ultimate goal of the Christian is citizenship in heaven.  Paul will stress that today.  He will also speak of power – the power of 

the Resurrection – God’s unlimited power.  He will tell us that we Christians can tap into that power while we are here in this life.  

He will also speak of a power bill – the cost if you will. 
 

Here is something to think about as we enter the chapter.  Philippi was a colony of Rome on foreign soil.  The Honest-to-God Church 

is a colony of heaven on earthly foreign soil which is operated by the Clueless Mob.  
 

So let’s see what chapter 3 has to offer. 

 


