
 
 

For Philippians 4                                                                                                                                 July 29, 1012 
 

The problem in America today is that we have all these great ideas about how to run a country from all the talking heads of both 

parties – but there seems to be a lack of power about how to get them to work: 
 

In chapter one of Philippians we examined the philosophy of Christian living.  Then in chapter two we looked at the pattern of 

Christian living.  Last week we studied the prize for Christian living.  All of these would be meaningless and useless if we could not 

exercise the power for them.  J. Vernon McGee wrote, “A philosophy of life is no good unless there is a power to carry it out.  A 

pattern is no good unless there is a power supplied to have that pattern in our own lives.  A prize is no good unless we can achieve 

the goal.  Therefore, power is all important. . . .We need to know that we can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.” 
 

In Philippians chapter 4 Paul is going to show us some guidelines – things that can show us where to look for God’s power in our lives.  

You just kind of have to dig them out one by one.  You are all familiar with the armor of God Paul wrote about in Ephesians chap. 6: 
 

(Ephesians 6:10-12)   Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand 
against the devil's schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 
powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

 

We Christians have a common enemy who is powerful. 
 

Satan or the devil or whatever you want to call him keeps throwing us curves.  You see he doesn’t mind our Christianity – he doesn’t 

mind us being Christians – just so long as we stay away from God’s power.  He wants us to be the puny little characters portrayed 

as Hollywood so often portrays Christians – week and ineffective.  The Apostle Peter writes: 
 

(2nd Peter 1:5-8)   For this very reason, make every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly 
kindness, love.  For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Let’s be honest.  I just read you the building blocks that Peter gave us in his great book.  So think about Christianity in America.  

There are lots of big churches.  In those big churches there is great preaching, great worship and beautiful sanctuaries.  Most of 

them are edifices to the resources of man.  If Christianity were truly effective and productive in our country, there would be no 

baby killing, no same sex marriage, no rampant homosexuality, no cheating and lying politicians, and President Number 44 would be 

a different person. 
 

Is this morning’s message going to solve these problems?  Probably not!  But the words might help you or I get a little better grasp 

of living in God’s power.                                                                                                     So let’s see what chapter 4 has to offer. 


