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It is well documented that King Solomon wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes.  He also wrote the Books of Proverbs and Song of Solomon 

as well as one Psalm – Psalm 72.  In order to grasp of meaning of Ecclesiastes one must understand that it is the autobiography of 

a man’s life while he was away from God.  In the Book of Proverbs we see the wisdom of Solomon – in Ecclesiastes we see the 

foolishness of Solomon. 
 

Ecclesiastes is a favorite of atheists.  They quote from it profusely.  Cynics and critics of the Bible love to quote from this book.  

The cults step up to the plate as well and use passages out of context which give them an entirely wrong meaning.   
 

It is a tragic truth that millions of people are trying every day to be happy without God in their lives.  The Book of Ecclesiastes 

illustrates the foolishness of such an attempt. 
 

Because of his great wealth, Solomon was able to try every field of endeavor and pleasure that was known to man.  His conclusion 

is that all is vanity.  The word, vanity, means “empty or purposeless”.  Life proves out that that satisfaction will never be attained 

in this manner.  In the Old King James version the word vanity occurs at least thirty-seven times.  The New International version 

mostly uses the word meaningless which means about the same as vanity.  Again in the King James Bible the phrases “under the sun” 

and “I said in my heart” are also used frequently.  Put them together and you get “I said in my heart,” “under the sun,” and “vanity”. 
 

I quote here from J Vernon McGee, “In Ecclesiastes we learn that without Christ we cannot be satisfied – even if we possess the 

whole world and all the things that men consider necessary to make their hearts content.  The world cannot satisfy the heart, 

because our heart is too large for the object.  In Song of Solomon we will learn that if we turn from the world and set our 

affections on Christ, we cannot fathom the infinite preciousness of His love; the Object is too large for the heart.”  Through the 
Bible with J. Vernon McGee (1982) – Volume 3 page 105. 
 

Solomon starts out is this great book with the enigma of man. He basically says that the wisest man in the Bible was the greatest 

fool.  By the time we get to Chapter 4, Solomon has dealt with science, wisdom, philosophy, pleasure, materialism, and fatalism – all 

of which were meaningless in his eyes.  In today’s chapter we will deal with the egotism of the Clueless Mob which has taken over 

the mindset of our great nation and perhaps the world. 
 

One of my favorite areas in chapter 4 is verses 9 through 12.  These verses are used every time I perform a wedding and also when 

doing marriage counseling. 
 

So let’s look at chapter 4 of the Book of Ecclesiastes. 


