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We know that Jerusalem was destroyed in the year 586 BC by King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon.  This Babylonian king had come 

into Jerusalem at least twice before this event.  He had taken captives away both times and he also took captives back to Babylon 

when he finally destroyed the city and the temple. 
 

One ought to be aware that there were three men of Judah who were prophets of God during these times or at least they became 

prophets of God.  The prophet Daniel was taken as a young man during the first captivity.  He was probably in his early teens and 

was taken to Nebuchadnezzar’s palace in Babylon.  During the second captivity the young man, Ezekiel, was taken to the Kebar 

River somewhere in Babylon.  He was about twenty years old.  The old prophet Jeremiah was in Jerusalem when it was destroyed in 

the final captivity.  He was allowed to stay until the remaining Jews forced him to go to Egypt where he spent his final days. 
 

This morning we find ourselves in the Book of Ezekiel.  As far as the Bible is concerned these three men fall into the category of 

the Major Prophets.  They have books named after them which mean they probably dictated them or wrote them themselves.  

Isaiah is the other major prophet.  He lived before the times of these three. 
 

The message of Ezekiel is the most spiritual of all the prophets.  Someone wrote that Ezekiel is the prophet of the spirit, as Isaiah 

is the prophet of the Son and that Jeremiah is the prophet of the Father.  This is merely speculation, but it jives nicely with the 

Trinity. 
 

As we said this Ezekiel was taken in the second group.  They all ended up at the Kebar River which is a tributary of the Euphrates 

– possibly even a man-made canal several miles from Babylon.  Things weren’t too bad for them as far as captivities are concerned.  

It seems they were able to acquire property and build houses.  In fact they became complacent and strayed from their God. 
 

It took about five years for Ezekiel to realize his calling as a prophet of God.  By this time the people had become secular.  They 

no longer worshipped the God of the Old Testament the way that God had instructed them to do.  The Babylonians had lots of their 

own gods which were probably an enticement to the Jewish captives as well.  Ezekiel had his work cut out for him.  One could image 

that the people had become like many of us today. 
 

Fact is – Ezekiel was sent to do a difficult job.  He had the job of speaking to an apostate people.  He was sent to people who 

thought they were God’s people, but actually they were in rebellion to God. 
 

You all know my take on the Class System here in our country.  Basically I have said there are two classes: Honest-to-God 

Christians and the Clueless Mob.  There could be a third class lurking out there somewhere – people who think they are Christians 

who are not of the Clueless Mob.  One guesses we could call them Clueless Christians. 
 

So let’s see what Ezekiel has to off in Chapter 2. 


