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One of the questions most often asked of someone like me is, “Where should I start reading in the Bible?”.  The answer is 

often “The Book of John” because it is the simple Gospel.  The truth is that, while the words in themselves may be simple, this 

book is the most profound of all the Gospels.  To someone who is familiar with concepts of Christianity the book is somewhat 

understandable.  However, to a brand new Christian, the simple words have very deep meanings which take some time and 

effort to grasp.  For example in John 14:20 there are seven simple words, “you in me, and I in you”.  Even the greatest 

theologians have argued over this concept for centuries. 
 

John wrote his Gospel long after the others had been written probably close to the end of the first century AD.   All of the 

apostles and other writers of the New Testament were gone by this time.  One wonders why this old man would even make 

such an attempt.  There are many explanations.  I think J. Vernon McGee has about the best reasoning in this regard.  He 

wrote: 
 

“And, in my judgment, the only satisfactory explanation is that John wrote at the request of the church which already had 

three Gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke were being circulated) and wanted something more spiritual and deep, something 

would enable them to grow.  That is exactly what Augustine, the great saint of the early church said:” 
 

“In the four Gospels, or rather in the four books of the one Gospel, the apostle St. John not undeservedly with reference 

to his spiritual understanding compared to an eagle, has lifted higher, and far more sublimely than the other three, his 

proclamation, and in lifting it up, he has wished our hearts also to be lifted. (Gregory, Key to the Gospels, pp 285-286). 
 

“That is the purpose of the Gospel of John.  That is the reason he wrote it.”  (J. Vernon McGee, Through the Bible, Volume 4, 
pp 362-363) 
 

In the first half of Chapter 7, that’s where we are this morning, we see Jesus going to Jerusalem for the Feast of the 

Tabernacles.  It was about halfway through his short ministry.  Figuratively speaking by this time there was a price on his 

head.  As the chapter opens Jesus is preaching and performing miracles in the province, if you will, of Galilee.  The Feast of 

Tabernacles was about to begin in Jerusalem, which is in the province of Judea.  The custom was for everyone to go.  Jesus is 

dealing with the issue as we begin. 
 

So let’s see what Chapter 7 tells us. 


