
 
 

For Romans 5                                                                                                                                                  September 9, 2012 


As you are well aware your pastor doesn’t preach much from the Book of Romans.  A long time ago we went through the book at the 

Friday night home fellowship we were having at Daryl and Diane’s.  The last time we were in Romans on a formal Sunday service was 

in January of 2010.  That was chapter 12. 
 

About 10 years into my Christian life, after reading through the Bible five or six times, the realization came that Romans was not 

sticking.  By that time I had started memorizing a few scriptures here and there.  Chapter 12 sort of jumped out at me.  Some sort 

of comprehension broke through.  It became evident that God wanted it memorized.  Sometime later it was chapter 8 that was 

memorized.  Then it was chapters 13 and 6.  It then became evident that the entire book ought to be memorized.  That took a few 

years.  In my old age I have to go through a couple of chapters a day just to keep from losing it.  Even with that an occasional peek 

has to be made as one tends to shorten sentences over time and constant repetition.  Romans is one of the great books of the Bible 

and your pastor still has not mastered it and probably never will. 
 

Martin Luther wrote that the Epistle to the Romans is the true masterpiece of the New Testament and the very purest gospel.  He 

also said that it can never be too much or too well read or studied; and the more it is handled, the more precious it becomes, and 

the better it tastes. 
 

John Bunyan wrote “Pilgrim’s Progress” which is the second most sold book in the world today.  We all know that the first is the 

Bible.  John was no intellectual giant.  It is a matter of record that he read and studied this Epistle to the Romans prior to writing 

“Pilgrim’s Progress”.  It is a story of a sinner saved by grace and that sinner was John Bunyan.  Fact is that he told the profound 

story of Romans in his own life’s story.  It is the story of Pilgrim who came to the cross - that the burden of sin rolled off and that 

he began his journey to the Celestial City. 
 

One would guess that the reason your pastor does not preach from this book is that he cannot do it justice.  It’s really more than 

that.  He believes that Romans is a personal message from God to each individual who is willing to sit down and read it and study it 

and perhaps memorize from it.  Martin Luther had to throw an ink bottle or two at a wall to relieve his frustrations.  That same 

could probably be said of John Bunyan.  Your pastor and his wife have had the same experience.  The truth is that what comes easy 

is not worth having.  It’s the reason that the government of the United States will probably fail financially in the near future. 
 

Read and study the Book of Romans.  Hey, maybe you, like John Bunyan, will write a best seller and the church will become rich and 

famous from your tithe.  For this morning, however, let’s just take a look at chapter 5. 

 


