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1st & 2nd Samuel and 1st & 2nd Kings could be considered as one book because they trace the history of the nation Israel from 

the time of its greatest expansion, influence and prosperity under Kings David and Solomon to the division, then captivity and 

exile of both kingdoms.  The moral teachings of these four books are to show man his inability to rule himself let alone the 

world. The time span for these books is roughly 400 plus years starting at about the year 1020 BC. 
 

Elijah and Elisha are two of the greatest prophets of the Bible even though there are no books named after them.  There is 

no Book of Elijah or Elisha.  Both prophets were men of action rather than words. This morning we will be talking about Elijah 

who was the first of these two great prophets. His primary antagonists where two of the most evil leaders who ever lived, 

Ahab and Jezebel. Ahab was seventh king of the Northern Kingdom. He reigned for twenty-two years in the ninth century 

before Christ. 
 

In total the Northern Kingdom was ruled by nineteen different kings. These were some of the most evil kings that ever 

existed. The Bible tells us that there were no great or good kings who ruled in the north. Because of this the northern 

kingdom drew steadily further away from the God of the Bible. Ahab was a rather weak king who was dominated by the evil 

Jezebel. It was she that encouraged the growth of the idol worship of Baal and Ashtoreth until it dominated the land. The 

prophets and people of the true God of Israel had to go under cover. They hid out in caves and were persecuted if not killed. 
 

Most people have heard of the account that happened at Mount Carmel when this prophet Elijah went up against the prophets 

of Baal. Basically he won and they lost. In fact chapter 18 is one of the most spectacular chapters of the Bible.  Elijah 

challenges the prophets of Baal to determine who is really God. There were 450 of these prophets of Baal who went up 

against this one prophet of God. Elijah had an unfair advantage. God was on his side. The challenge had to do with rain. The 

land was under great famine. There had been no rain. 
 

This morning in the last half of chapter 18 we pick up the account after the challenge had been made. Elijah is shortly to be 

assembled along with the prophets of Baal and King Ahab at a high place of sacrifice on Mount Carmel. Let the contest begin. 
 

So let’s take a look at the last half of chapter 18. 

 


