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There are sixty-six books in the Bible. One could say that there are sixty-six links in this biblical chain that connects us to God. If 

one of those links could be broken the entire chain would fail and our connection to God would be broken. For this reason Jonah has 

become the Book that the liberals attack first and foremost. For the Bible to remain viable this Book of Jonah must be defended 

by the Honest-to-God Christian. 
 

In order to do this, one must establish that Jonah was indeed an historical person and not a character of some mythology. The 

historical events of this book must be deemed as accurate and the message of utmost significance.  People do not question 

existence of the kings of Israel and Judah. Jeroboam II was one of these kings. It says in: 
 

(2nd Kings 14:23) In the fifteenth year of Amaziah son of Joash king of Judah, Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel became king in 
Samaria, and he reigned forty-one years.  

 

So unquestionably this king ruled the Northern Kingdom for 41 years. In fact he was one of the longer ruling kings. This is an 

historical record. Let’s read on: 
 

(2nd Kings 14:24-25)  He did evil in the eyes of the LORD and did not turn away from any of the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, which he had 
caused Israel to commit. He was the one who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Sea of the Arabah, in accordance 
with the word of the LORD, the God of Israel, spoken through his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher. 

 

So, if Jeroboam was a real person and Israel was a real nation and Lebo Hamath was a real place, it is quite unlikely that this man 

Jonah is just a figment of the imagination. Again this is an historical record, and it is reasonable to conclude that Jonah is an 

historical character! 
 

Jesus himself later also confirms the existence of this prophet Jonah. 
 

(Matthew 12:39-41)  He answered, "A wicked and adulterous generation asks for a miraculous sign! But none will be given it except the sign 
of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three days and 
three nights in the heart of the earth. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this generation and condemn it; for they 
repented at the preaching of Jonah, and now one greater than Jonah is here.  

 

The moment one questions the historical record of the Book of Jonah, he questions the credibility of the Lord Jesus Christ and all 

that He stands for. Jonah was a prophet, but his little book is not a prophecy—that is, there is no prophecy of the future recorded 

in it. It is instead, a personal account of a major event in the life of Jonah. Let’s take a look at Chapter 1. 


