
 
 

For Leviticus 9                                                                                                                                              September 23, 2012 


The Book of Leviticus was written by Moses.  It is part of the Pentateuch or the Law or the Torah which is the first five books of 

the Bible.  For our American culture this book is difficult to understand.  There are, however, several great Christian scholars or 

theologians who consider this the most important book of the Bible.   

J. Vernon McGee writes: 
 

“If it were possible for me to get the message of this book into the hearts of all people who are trying to be religious, all cults and “isms” 
would end. A knowledge of the Book of Leviticus would accomplish that.” 
Thru the Bible with J Vernon McGee, Vol. 1 page 321. 

 

Consider - the people were encamped near Mount Sinai in the wilderness.  The Book of Leviticus opens there and it closes there.  In 

the Book of Exodus the people got the architectural plans for the tabernacle and they built it the way God wanted it.  They also 

received much of the Law including the Ten Commandments.   
 

During the time of the planning and the building of the tabernacle God, on occasion, spoke from the mountain sometimes in a pretty 

scary way.  Once the tabernacle was completed God moved in. He no longer spoke from the mountain.  But it takes more than a mere 

building.  It takes organization – an operating plan if you will.  
 

Leviticus presents that plan.  It is a book of worship, sacrifice, ceremony, ritual, liturgy, instructions, washings, convocations, holy 

days, observances, conditions, and warnings.  All these physical exercises were given to teach spiritual truths.  Paul writes in: 
 

(Romans 15:4)  “For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of 
the Scriptures we might have hope.” 

 

Leviticus teaches that the way to God is by sacrifice.  The word is atonement. In the Old Testament atonement comes from the 

Hebrew word that means to “cover up.”  This word occurs 45 times throughout Leviticus.  In the New Testament the word is only 

mentioned once. Jesus made the sacrifice once and it was done – forever: 
 

(Leviticus 17:11)  “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for 
it is the blood that maketh atonement for the soul.” 

 

Leviticus also teaches that our walk with God is by sanctification which has to do with holiness.  The word holiness occurs 87 times 

in this book.   
 

(Leviticus 20:26)  “And ye shall be holy unto me: for I the LORD am holy, and have severed you from other people, that ye should be mine.” 
 

This morning in chapter 9 we will see Aaron and his sons initiated into the priesthood.  It is the time when the priests first became 

priests. We also see the initiation of the daily ritual.                                                            

                                                                                                                                             So let’s take a short look at chapter 9. 


