
 
 

For Psalms 132 – 134                                                                                                                                         October 7, 2012 
 

This morning we find ourselves back in the Psalms. As we’ve talked about before, there are different kinds of Psalms. The group we 

are in this morning are called the Ascent or Degree Psalms. There are fifteen of them starting with Psalm 120 and going through 

Psalm 134.  The most commonly held theory is that these were written by three different men. King Hezekiah wrote ten of them, 

King David wrote four and King Solomon wrote one. Why were these Psalms written? And why are they set apart from all the rest 

of the Psalms? The following scenario may answer these questions: 
 

Around 700 BC God healed a Judean King named Hezekiah of a fatal illness. He was so grateful that he devoted himself to the 

Psalms for the rest of his life. Isaiah writes about it: 
 

(Isaiah 38:20)  “The LORD was ready to save me: therefore we will sing my songs to the stringed instruments all the days of our life in the days 
of the Lord.” 
 

Some Bible scholars have written that these songs of Hezekiah are the ten songs of degrees in the group of fifteen. They do have 

a similar style. Hezekiah may have written these ten Psalms in the memory of the ten steps of the shadow on the sundial: 
 

2nd Kings 20:9-11)  Isaiah answered, "This is the LORD's sign to you that the LORD will do what he has promised: Shall the shadow go forward 
ten steps, or shall it go back ten steps?"  
"It is a simple matter for the shadow to go forward ten steps," said Hezekiah. "Rather, have it go back ten steps. 
Then the prophet Isaiah called upon the LORD, and the LORD made the shadow go back the ten steps it had gone down on the stairway of 
Ahaz. 
 

Hezekiah may then have added five appropriate hitherto unpublished Psalms from the pens of David and Solomon to bring the total 

to fifteen – in honor of the fifteen years God added to his life. 
 

(2nd Kings 20:5-6)  This is what the LORD, the God of your father David, says: I have heard your prayer and seen your tears; I will heal you. On 
the third day from now you will go up to the temple of the LORD. I will add fifteen years to your life.’” 
 

These ascent Psalms obviously had a purpose.  We can only speculate as to that purpose. Here are three possibilities that I read 

about this week: 
 

1. They were sung when the choir ascended the semicircular flight of stairs leading up the Court of Men in the temple. 
 

2.  They may have referred to the stages of the pilgrimages to Jerusalem, to be sung along the way by travelers on route to the 

     various annual feast days. 
 

3.   They could have been sung on the stairs of some of the high places of worship. 
 

This morning we will look at the last three of the Ascent or Degree Psalms. They would be Psalms 132, 133 and 134. 


